SPEECHES

people sent to prison, some deported, a number of
house-searches, a few repressive enactments, limiting-
the liberty of the press and the platform. This was
nothing compared with the price other nations had
paid for their liberty. They also would have to suffer
much more than this before they could make any
appreciable advance towards their goal. This was
God's law; it was not the rulers who demanded the
price, it was God who demanded it. It was his lawr
that a fallen nation should not be allowed to rise
without infinite suffering and mighty effort. That
was the price it had to pay for its previous lapses
from national duty. The speaker did not think that
there was any real demoralisation. There might be
a hesitation among the richer and more vulnerable
parts of the community to hold conferences or meetings
or give public expression to their views and feelings.
He did not measure the strength of the movement by
the number of meetings or of people present at the
meetings. He measured it by the strength and
indomitable obstinacy of feeling and purpose in the
hearts of the people. Their first duty wras to keep firm
hold on their ideal and perform steadfastly the vows
they had made before God and the nation. The rulers
were never tired of saying that we should get self-
government when we were fit. Fitness meant national
capacity and strength was the basis of capacity. That
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